Untitled

EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO- BYTES

A Wap-Up of Issues & Events in EPA's
M d-Atl antic Region
Cct ober 22, 1999

I nt er net
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Wel cone to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wrap-up
fromthe U S. Environmental Protection Agency's
Region 3 md-Atlantic office in Philadel phia. If you
are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard copy or on the
Internet and would like to receive it regularly by
e-mail, do the foll ow ng:

1) send a nessage to
listserver@nixmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the message:
subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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MOGSI C MOUNTAI N SAVED

Governor Tom Ri dge announced at an awards

dinner in WIkes-Barre on Cctober 20 that

Pennsylvania will give a $1.1 nillion land trust grant
to the Nature Conservancy to acquire 1,200 acres

on Mbosic Muuntain. The nountain was a

proposed site of an industrial park. The

conservancy will match that dollar figure and buy the
land fromthe Scranton Lackawanna | ndustri al

Bui | di ng Conpany.

ENVI RO ED GRANT APPS ON WEB

The Environnmental Education Grant packages for

Fi scal Year 2000 are available both in print and on
the Internet at http://ww. epa.gov/enviroed. The
grants can be awarded to a non-profit organization
school or local community group for an interactive
envi ronment al education activity.

EPA FUNDI NG I N PLACE FOR 2000

The President signed the fiscal year 2000

Vet eran's Adm ni stration, Housing and Urban

Devel opnent and | ndependent Agenci es

Appropriations Bill on Wednesday, October 20,

1999. This bill provides $7.6 billion for EPA. This is
$385 nmillion nore than the President's Request

and $1.3 mllion nore than the agency's FY 1999

Enacted | evel .

LEAD SAFE AMERI CA CAMPAI GN KI CK- OFF

The Department of Housing and Urban
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Devel opnent wi |l be declaring the week of COctober
24-30, 1999 as National Childhood Lead Poi soning
Preventi on Wek. Local and state | ead agencies

and advocacy groups across the nation, including

many in Region Il1, will be joining in this event with
i ssuance of press rel eases, newspaper articles,
speaki ng engagenents on tal k radi o shows and

bl ood | ead screening fairs and expos, etc.

BALTI MORE GETS ECONOM C DEVELCOPMENT
GRANT

As a Brownfields Showcase City, Baltinore wll
receive a $975, 000 Econom ¢ Devel opnent

Initiative Gcant and $5 nillion in loans fromthe
Department of Housing and Urban Devel opnment
Part of the grant will be used for the redevel oprment

of an 80-acre fornmer oil distribution site, located in
t he Chesapeake Business Center, and to provide

custom zed training for enpowernment zone

residents and forner welfare recipients. Wen fully
devel oped, the Chesapeake Business Center wll

offer 1.3 million square feet of industrial space
within mnutes fromthe Port of Baltinore and |-95

The project is expected to create an additiona

1,500 new j obs.

PARKERSBURG W/A DRY CLEANI NG SI TE ON
NPL

EPA added the Vi enna Tetrachl oroet hene site near

Par kersburg, W Va. to the Superfund Nationa
Priorities List of nbst hazardous waste sites on

Cct ober 22. Nationw de, EPA is adding 10 sites

and proposing to add nine sites to the list. The site
is located in a comercial and residential area of
downt own Vi enna, a suburb of Parkersburg, W Va.

Soils and groundwater in the area are

contamnated with the dry cl eaning sol vent

tetrachl oroet hene, better known as PCE, a

suspect ed carcinogen. Six of Vienna' s 12

muni ci pal wells were shut down in 1992 because of

PCE contam nation. EPA subsequently spent

enmergency funds to construct two new wells. The

NPL listing will help ensure that the nunicipal water
systens which serve approxi mately 55,000 people

in Vienna and Parkersburg will not becone

contam nated by PCE m

groundwater in the future

D. C. CONTRACTOR ACQUI TTED OF ASBESTOS
CHARGES

On Cctober 15, in the first environnental crimnna
jury trial in Washington, D.C., Norman L

Washi ngton, the president of Washi ngton Cenera
Contractors, was found not guilty of know ngly
violating the Clean Air Act's ashbestos

requi renents. The defense argued that Washi ngton
had believed that the unauthorized workers he hired
to renove asbestos were supervised by a |icensed
asbestos worker, and al so contended that the
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client's construction manager was responsible for
any violations that may have occurred.

COVPANI ES TO SUPPLY CLEAN WATER TO
RESI DENTS

On Cctober 21, an Energency Adm nistrative

Order on Consent was issued to Bl ack Di anond

Energies, Inc., of Hyndman, Pa. and Cargill, Inc. of
North A nsted, Chio requiring the conpanies to

supply clean water to an Ellerslie, Maryl and
homeowner. In the order, EPA alleged Bl ack

Di amond failed to properly maintain a salt pile at its
facility. Cargill supplies the Black Dianmond facility
with road salt that is sold to state, county, and |oca
governnents for w nter highway maintenance. The

Order alleges that water runoff froma salt pile at the
site caused or contributed to the contanination of a
private drinking well |ocated about one quarter mle
south of the salt storage site. Tests of the well
wat er show a hi gh concentration of sodi um and
chloride. Wthin 10 days of the effective date of the
Order, the conpani es nust supply the affected

family with a tenporary alternate water supply and

wi thin 120 days, the conpanies nust supply a

permanent alternate water supply. Al so, within 90
days of the effective date of the Order, the

conpanies are required to either renove the salt
fromthe site or take steps to control storm water
runof f .

EPA PROPOSES NEW RADON STANDARDS FOR
DRI NKI NG WATER

On Cctober 19, Administrator Browner signed a
proposal for regulations for new radon standards in
drinking water. The proposal provides two options
to states and water systens for reducing health

ri sks fromradon in drinking water and indoor air,
using either water treatnent and/or addressing the
i ndoor air conmponent. This proposal only applies to
comunity water systens that use ground water.
Systens dependi ng solely on surface water are not
affected by this proposal. The proposal wll be
printed in the Federal Register by mid-Novenber,
with a 60-day public coment period. The

proposal, and related information can be found at
www. epa. gov/ saf ewat er/ radon. ht m

CONSUMER CONFI DENCE REPORTS REACH
CONSUMERS AND THE | NTERNET

Cctober 19 marked the first deadline for al

comunity water suppliers to distribute consuner
confidence or drinking water quality reports to
consurmers. Wiile it is still too early to call
prelimnary nunbers fromthe Region 3 states

i ndi cate between 33-66 percent of the water

systenms have subnmitted their reports. These

percent ages are expected to clinmb once all of the
data is entered into the state tracking systens. The
data is not due to be reported to EPA unti
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February, 2000, although Region 3 states have

agreed to subnmit their information early next nonth.
Wil e these figures appear low, it should be noted
that in Maryland, 33 percent of the water systens
that have distributed the reports serve 95 percent of
t he popul ation receiving water fromcomunity

public water systens. To assist the public in
locating the reports, EPA created a catal og page at
www. epa. gov/ safewater/ccrl. htm .

DC WATER QUALI TY STANDARDS PUBLI SHED

The District's Water Quality Standards package
was published in the D.C. Register on Cctober 8.
EPA is reviewi ng the package and will provide
coments within 30 days.

END
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